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HAFTARAT  MALACHI  1.1 - 2.7 
 

 The word of the Lord to Israel was through Malachi.  “I have shown you love, but 
you ask, “how have you shown love?”  I have accepted Jacob and rejected Esau.  I have 
made his hills a desolation, his territory home for beasts.  If Edom thinks, though crushed, 
we can build again.  If I am a father, where is the honor due me?  If I am a master, where 
is the reverence due me?” 

Presenters: 
Rabbi Romiel Daniel &  Charles Lehat 

 This Parashat theme is conflict.  Isaac and Rebekah became parents to twins.  When 
Rebekah was pregnant, the twins struggled in her womb.  The Lord told her, “two nations 
were in her womb - one mightier than the other.”  When the twins were born, the first 
came out red and hairy.  They named him Esau.  The second came out holding onto the heel 
of Esau, they named him Jacob.  When they grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter - Jacob a 
mild man staying in the camp.  Isaac favored Esau.  Rebekah favored Jacob. 

 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in famished.  He said, “give me that 
red stuff.”  Jacob said, “first sell me your birthright.”  Esau said, “I am at the point of death 
and what use is my birthright to me?”  Jacob said, “swear to me first.”  Esau swore.  Thus 
ended the first conflict. 

 The second conflict happened when Isaac became old and blind.  At the time to bless 
Esau before Isaac died, Rebekah disguised Jacob as his older brother - he received the 
blessing meant for Esau.  Fearful for Esau’s revenge, Jacob fled to Rebekah’s brother, 
Laban’s home in Haran.  “However the blessing does not activate until Jacob develops into a 
man who deserves the blessing.” 


