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JACOB’S DRAMATIC EVENTS AFTER PREPARING TO MEET ESAU AFTER 20 YEARS 

 
 

 Jacob takes his two wives, two maidservants and his eleven children - they crossed the 
stream - Jacob was left alone - someone wrestled with him all night.  At dawn, when the one 
wrestling Jacob had not prevailed,  he touched the upper joint of Jacob’s thigh and dislocated it. 
He then asked Jacob to let him go but Jacob said,  “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”  
“What is your name?” asked the wrestler. He replied, “Jacob.”  The one who wrestled with Jacob 
said, “Your name shall be Israel for in prevailing, you have become a commanding power before G
-d and men.”  To this day we do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the socket of the hip. 
 “Jacob looked and saw Esau accompanied by 400 men.  He ran to greet him.  They 
embraced, kissed and wept.  Jacob said, “please accept my presnet, brought to you for G-d has 
favored me and I have plenty.”  Esau accepted.  Jacob arrived safely in the city of Shechem in 
Canaan. 
 “Dina, the daughter of Leah and Jacob, went to visit the women of Shechem.  Dina was 
raped by a local chieftain.  Dina’s brothers took revenge by massacring all the men in the city of 
Shechem.  After this, Rachel gave birth to second son Benyamin, dying in childbirth.  Isaac then 
died and Jacob and Esau buried him.” 

  
 

 HAFTARAT  OBADIAH  1.1  -  21 
 
 

 The prophecy of Obadiah.  We have received tidings from the Lord and an enemy has 
been sent out among “the nations - Up! Let us rise up against her for battle” thus said my Lord G-
d concerning Edom.  I will make you least among nations, you shall be most despised - the House 
of Jacob shall be fire, the house of Joseph flame and the House of Esau shall be straw; they shall 
burn it and devour it and no survivor shall be left of the house of Esau - for the Lord has spoken. 
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